
 

 1 

 

        
 

O COME LET US  

ADORE HIM... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve  

6:00 p.m. Candlelight Service Music led by                             

The Elevate Team 

 

 

Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day 

12 noon Christmas Day Service Music led by                            

Oxford’s Traditional Music Director Lynne Puckett 

 
  

  

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
                                                                   

Sunday, December 1 - First Sunday of 

Advent - Time to order poinsettias ($13) 

Saturday, December 7 - United Method-

ist Women’s Christmas Party at 10 a.m.  

Sunday, December 8 at 4 p.m.                      

Choir Cantata “Legends of the Madon-

na” (see page 5) The Cantata will be 

followed by the Annual Tamalda and 

Silent Auction.  

Sunday, December 22 - Blood Drive 

Monday, December 16 at 7 p.m.  -      

Elevate hosts the “Latin Jazz CHRISTmas 

and MORE!” Concert featuring special 

musical guest artists. Admission is free 

with items for the Food Pantry.  
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December Birthdays 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we missed your Birthday,  please send your birthday 

info to  michelle@oxfordumc.org 

The Next Birthday Bash is Sunday, December 29! 

Come have a slice of cake!  

 
 

Birthday Card 

Ministry  

A Special Happy Birthday to 

Audrey Howard who            

celebrates her birthday on         

December 31! Audrey       

faithfully sends out birthday 

cards to all of our members 

all year long. Thank you for 

your ministry, Audrey. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Childcare News for Parents 

 

 Childcare will not be available for our 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. This 

will allow our Nursery staff to be with their fami-

lies and it will allow for children to be with their 

families in worship.  Children and infants are 

ALWAYS  welcome in our worship services at 

Oxford.  We will have Christmas activity bags 

prepared for the children who attend                    

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Our 

lovely cry room is always available for sleepy 

babies or nursing moms.  A special thank you 

to Mrs. Rosana Orr and our Nursery staff for              

doing such a wonderful job caring for our     

children all year long.  

 

Staff Christmas Gifts 

During the Christmas season of giving, the 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee hopes our 

members will remember the Oxford Staff 

with a monetary gift; a Christmas bonus. 

The staff works hard all year to keep us all 

informed, runs and leads programs, pro-

vides music, reaches out to the communi-

ty, provides spiritual guidance and help, 

and takes care of the   campus and build-

ings. There will be a box in the Narthex 

through December 15 for your gifts. Please 

place your gift in an      envelope and put it 

in the box, bring it by the church, or give it 

to one of the SPRC committee members.             

         
         Thanks from The Ox-

ford UMC S.P.R.C.    (Staff Parish Relations 

Committee) 

 

 

Church Office Holiday Hours 

Christmas Eve, December 24  –office closed  

Christmas Day, December 25 - office closed 

New Year’s Eve, December 31— office closed  

New Year’s Day, January 1 - office closed  

 
 

 

 

Shaun Slater 12 3 

Kelly Shovelton 12 3 

Juan Cantu 12 5 

Gary Barr 12 7 

Jeffrey Davis 12 7 

Joanie Sedgwick 12 7 

Rosana Orr 12 12 

Priya Grace Vijay 12 19 

Janice McGuire 12 20 

Mitch Thibodeaux 12 23 

Shirley Hill 12 24 

Joan Barr 12 26 

Benjamin Martinez 12 27 

Idaly Cantu 12 28 

Joshua Forister 12 29 

Tony Thompson 12 29 

Marty Martinez 12 30 

Beverly Davis 12 31 

Audrey Howard 12 31 
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 "THREE  CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS POEMS" 
 

True Christian Christmas: 

    Christmas isn't showy gifts 

    Or glittering decorations; 

    It's honoring our S avior, J esus Christ 

    In humble adoration. 

    It's serving those less fortunate,  

    Meeting their needs before our own; 

    It's making sure at Christmas Time 

    That no one is alone. 

    It's taking what we would have spent on things no one needs,  

    And using it to help someone 

    With service and good deeds. 

    Our S avior showed us how to live 

    With Charity, Faith and S ervice. 

    It makes the holidays a joy, 

    More peaceful, and less nervous.  

    S o let's remember Christmas is  

    About our Savior's birth; 

    That's the way to Happiness, 

    The way to Peace on E arth. 

 

J esus Is The Reason: 

    In Bethlehem, God gave to us  

    The source of Christmas joy; 

    A star shown on a miracle:  

    The virgin birth of a boy. 

    He was born both God and man, 

    A Savior for us all,  

    The way to get to our heavenly home. 

    If we just heed His call.  

    S o as we shop and spend and wrap 

    And enjoy this Christmas Season, 

    Let's keep in mind the sacred truth:  

    "J esus is the reason." 

 

Why We Celebrate: 

    Why do we celebrate 

    J esus' birth at Christmas, 

    Though we don't know when he was born?  

    It was necessary and inevitable 

    that we select a date 

    to celebrate an eternal miracle-- 

    the coming to earth 

    of God in human form...J esus, 

    Who changed the entire World 

    with His message of Love, 

    Forgiveness, Humility and Peace. 

    Christmas is an obligatory 

    and indispensable holiday 

    marking the transformation 

    from guiltless selfishness 

    to striving to follow His example 

    of service to God and our fellow man. 

    This is worth celebrating. 

 

This is just a reminder to keep the S pirit of Christmas in your hearts by living in the presence of God, slowing down, taking time to 

give to all those in need, and remembering what the birth of Christ really means. May the Love of God be the blessing in every-

thing you do and say during this most "Wondrous and J oyous time of the year." 

                                   

                                                                        Henrietta Cervantez 
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Pray for ... 

Our World 

Our service men & women 

Our nation & its leaders 

Our Bishop & all clergy 

Oxford UMC  

Kairos Ministry 

Shepherd Ministry 

Stephen Ministry 

The Staff & Residents of The 

Heights 

Meals on Wheels clients 

Ongoing prayer list: 

Brittney - peace and guidance 

Mario & Teresa Espino  

Ruth & Anthony - healing 

Clayton and Molly - guidance, 

comfort 

Helen Robinson - healing, com-

fort, strength 

Gabby McCumber - healing, 

comfort, strength 

Robinson family - wisdom, peace 

Olga Sanchez - healing, comfort, 

strength 

Mary Barrera - healing, comfort, 

strength 

Toni Hayes - healing, comfort, 

strength 

Mitch and Julie Thibodeaux - 

healing, comfort, strength 

Faith & Ben Martinez - healing, 

comfort, strength 

Kaye Lynne - guidance, comfort 

Jeanine Campbell - comfort, 

courage, healing, guidance 

Jo and Bryan - guidance, healing, 

wisdom 

Matthew - healing, comfort, 

strength 

Sally Walker - healing, comfort, 

strength 

J. D. Hamer - healing, comfort, 

strength 

Prayers for church's finances - 

guidance,                               wis-

dom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Sunday 2015 

Please join us for our annual All 

Saint’s  Sunday worship services 

at 9:15 am and 11:30 am on   

Sunday, November 1. The names 

of members and friends who 

have passed away this year will 

be read while candles are lit and 

a bell is tolled. We invite all who 

have lost a loved one this year to 

be here for this special worship 

service. 

 Pray for Our Troops 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To receive the weekly Prayer List 

in your inbox, please send an 

email to  

prayerchain@oxfordumc.org 

 

 

Blood Drive 
Give the gift of life on Sunday, 

December 22! Anyone who is 16 

years old and weighs 120 

pounds (with parental consent 

form), or at least 17 years old 

and weighs at least 110 pounds, 

and in good general health can 

donate blood. Donors must pre-

sent a photo ID, last four digits 

of their Social Security number 

and their birth date.  

Jose Moya and wife - heal-

ing, comfort, strength 

Sandra Martinez - healing, 

comfort, strength 

Josie Rodriguez - healing, 

comfort, strength 

Virginia Trevino - healing, 

comfort, strength 

Diane Brewer - healing, 

comfort, strength 

Alexis - guidance, wisdom, 

comfort 

Marialice Gonzales - heal-

ing, strength, comfort 

Baldwin-Scarcliff family - 

salvation and family resto-

ration 

Janie Rose Alejandro and 

family - healing, comfort, 

strength 

Javy Tamez grieving the 

loss of his mother  

Debbie Schott and her 

family  

Lorie Martinez Peraza and 

her husband Edgardo  

Jimbo Frazier - guidance, 

comfort, 

Michele Frazier - healing, 

comfort, strength   

Lyle and Glenice Rosdahl - 

healing, comfort, strength 

Elvia Valadez healing, 

strength 
 

 

James 5:16 (KJV) 

16 Confess your faults 

one to another, and 

pray one for another, 

that ye may be 

healed. The effectual 

fervent prayer of a 

righteous man availeth 

much. 
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United Methodist Women’s NEWS 

 

1. Our Christmas Potluck lunch will be 7 December (vice 12 

December) in the Family Life Center. We will start set-

ting out the food at 11:00 and plan to eat at 11:30. New 

members, spouses, & friends are all welcome. Please bring 

your gifts for our Wesley "adopted" family.  

 

2. We raised $527.80 at the Craft show. Very impressive! 

Thank you to everyone who made items, donated items, 

helped sell & supported this fund raiser. Because of every-

one's efforts, we are going to be able to add to the mis-

sions we support. 

 

Secretary, Oxford United Methodist Women 

 

Mary Jo Villalobos 

 

Emmaus Community NEWS 

 

NWSA Women's Walk #7, March 19-22, 2020, Camp Capers, 

Lay Director Mitzie Katerdahl.  For information contact Mitz-

ie at mitziekat@gmail.com 

NWSA Men's Walk #6, May 14-17, 2020, Location TBA, Walk 

Lay Director: Richard Evans.  Spiritual Director: Rev. Dick 

Kreutzer. For a complete 2019 Walk to Emmaus schedule, 

visit http://nwsaemmaus.com 
 
 

Oxford Ministry NEWS 

 

We praise God for our new leaders in this year of transition 

at Oxford. Kevin Wilson is now teaching The Followers Sun-

day School Class. We cannot thank Jerry Mason enough 

for his ministry to Oxford educating our members faithfully 

for so many years. Please remember to thank Jerry and 

welcome Kevin! 

 

Joyce Hitsman is now our Food Pantry coordinator. She is in 

charge of stocking the pantry and overseeing our volun-

teers each week.  Margaret Mason is now overseeing the 

Shepherd Ministry reaching out and praying for members 

of our flock.  We thank Marty Donohue for her many years 

of faithful service to the food pantry and the shepherd min-

istry.  

Ministry News 

Nov 24  
  
Contemporary 79 

Nov 24 

  
Traditional 60 

Nov 17 

  
Contemporary 84 

Nov 17 

  
Traditional 92 

Nov 10 

  
Contemporary 55 

Nov 10 

  
Traditional  67 

Nov 3 

  
Contemporary 75 

Nov 3 

  
Traditional 91 

Oct 27 

  
Contemporary  82 

Oct 27 

  
Traditional 95 

Worship Attendance 

mailto:mitziekat@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__nwsaemmaus.com_&d=DwMCaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=u-Cpstv0QumqAhYAnjGicose-hsYVlWsVQld5Rr9CU0&m=zvqpPtncgnPGEpBkXocWCfYsebmbkcyNCkAvcYZJmSI&s=SxeHvgK1pfpuGMDoALtJjZJ0-t6DSReVfavRev1Vw5
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Purchase one in honor or 

memory of a loved one. The 

cost per plant is $13 

 

 

 

 

Cantata and Tamalada 

Oxford’s Tamalada and Silent Auction will be 

held on Sunday, December 8 following the       

Annual Christmas Cantata. Our Cantata will 

be presented by the Chancel Choir at 4 p.m. 

Those who attend the Cantata can then en-

joy delicious   tamales and shop for items at 

the Silent Auction in the De King Fellowship 

Center Gym.  We will have a guest appear-

ance by “Mariachi Infinito!”  Please make 

plans to attend and invite a friend.  

Make plans to attend and invite a 

friend! 
 

 

Last Call for Silent Auction Items 

We are now collecting items for our Annual Silent     

Auction to be held on Sunday, December 8 at 

The Annual Tamalada. If you have any NEW item

(s) that you are not using or no longer need, we 

will be glad to take them off your hands! Also, if 

you know of a business that can make a                        

donation let us know.  To make a donation or if 

you have any questions please contact Sandra 

Peterson at 367-7967 Thank You! Bring the items 

you wish to donate to the church office.  

 

Safe Ways to give online to Oxford 

 
You can give via text message by texting                                                                                     

oxfordumc and any $ amount to 73256 to give safely 

& directly to the church.  

 

You mail also mail financial donations to: Oxford UMC, 

P.O. Box  29067, SATX. 78229 

 

If you have not made your 2020 pledge, there’s still to 

be part of the ‘2020 Vision” for Oxford. Pledge cards 

are available in the Narthex at the Sign-in table. 

 

Communion rail offerings will go to fund ministries that 

help those in need in our community.  

 

TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS 
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“Hope Has A Name…Jesus”  

Romans 13:11-14, Isaiah 1:18 

My wife and I love to go to the movie premiers every Thursday night at Santiko’s Theater. We es-
pecially like the theaters rooms where you get to dine-in and watch a movie. It’s dark, with a reclining 
chair, a waiter or waitress and oh no one gets to see what you’re eating!  The only time I use my cell-
phone's flashlight is to look at the receipt because it's so dark in the theater and I want to make sure I get 
charged right. Funny how I never use the flashlight when eating in the dark, maybe because my mind 
knows exactly where my mouth is. Only to find out when leaving the theater, my shirt is a clear indication 
that I could have used the light, but the mess was done and on my shirt. LOL!   

When we walk or do things in the dark, we often find ourselves using some means of  lighting so to 
avoid any accident. Darkness can hinder us from clearly seeing the very things that can cause us to get in-
to trouble. Funny, how when we know the area very well, like the way to the restroom in the dark, we can 
walk without lighting. Our minds have already plotted precisely every turn and knows where everything 
located, which makes our walk a breeze. What happens when the kiddos or the spouse leave things on the 
floor? It's a good recipe for disaster or maybe a clear wake-up call. Then it happens, you find yourself  
yelling in the dark "ouch or *?!*!!" followed by someone replying, "Next time use the light!" In the Bible, 
darkness is a symbol of  sin, and the Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans 13: 12, "The night is nearly over; the 
day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of  darkness and put on the armor of  light." When we walk in sin 
(darkness), it becomes a repeated pattern in our daily walk that hinders us from recognizing our mistakes. 
Yet, when things get in our way while walking in darkness (sin), this can be good because it allows us to 
use the resources that we have, such as the light (Jesus). Sometimes we need things to get in the way to see 
that we need to change courses and allow Jesus to lead the way. Here's our HOPE- Jesus said, "I am the 
light of  the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of  life." John 8:12 You see, 
the enemy wants to keep us in darkness (sin) and makes us believe that our sins are so great that nothing 
and no one can accept us the way we are. But, I'm here to tell you that there is HOPE. and HOPE Has A 
Name… Jesus! Isaiah foretells of  a HOPE that is coming to a dark sinful world and we can choose not to 
stay this way. His prophecy over 700 years before the birth of  Christ was this:  “The Lord says, "Now, let's 
settle the matter. You are stained red with sin, but I will wash you as clean as snow. Although your stains are deep red, you 
will be as white as wool." Isaiah 1:18. Who is this HOPE that cleanses away our sins and takes us out of  the 
paths of  darkness? This HOPE Has A Name…JESUS! This Christmas, we are invited to leave the dark-
ness (sins) and put our HOPES in the ONE that will clothe us in white so that we may walk in the full-
ness of  HIS light and in return, be the Light of  Hope for the many who still walk in darkness (sin). Let 
everyone know that HOPE Has A Name…Jesus!     

 
 

                                  Pastor Juan Cantú, Jr. 


